PRENAFIIES ARG, JeA/K—HKE 2 ? Do you know that for
life, light is as important as water? $f /e &K, WRERHIE L4910 H
o, SIERMEER D, WA 2 5| 355 . Especially
during the winter if we do not spend enough time in the sun,

we can end up vitamin D—deficient, leaving us vulnerable

to a number of infections. FA 7 A7 & AE H BIPNE BORR V-4, 78 Bk
HmER RA —/NEUR R E In China, a friend of mine, who had
been put in prison for 6 months, recalled that during his time in the cell,
each day he was allowed to have only one hour of outdoor exercise. i
RSO CARA &, AR BLRTE, 2 F45 HEGZ K] . Because
of the limited exposure to light, his health declined to an extent that
even his finger nails became soft. A s {54 — € ¥ 28 7,21 B 2 %61 .
At that time, he must have been eager to see some light.

sLfe 80 FEAH M H A BEARBIR(E, BAAEVIIRAEIR 22 5 i B 2 Wit
X —, | remember that in 1980s, there was a Japanese television
series “A Xin”, which still is the most watched television series in many
Asian countries. H i — i fi A B 50 8% 20 Hacy], HiEH AR
—RIBEE AN H . One of the scenes faithfully portrays the
touching moment when an ordinary Japanese family of the early 20"
century had electricity in their home for the very first time. &% N\ R 1
&N, SETEEHE. The whole family gathered around the light,
waiting for the father to turn it on. EIZ A B H R, NERF WL
. Then they marvelled at the brightness; they were excited by the
warmth of the light. fitffI7E4E T X IE X k. They sang and danced
under the lantern. I —fZ ! It was a festival!



ATEEDAGRI, FATSIR T RIMEF-R] 45 . Living in modern
Australia, we take for granted that light is always easy and cheap to get.
N RBA . Just flip a switch if you need some light. F A 1512
ez B HIALYT . Perhaps we have forgotten that light is God’s gift to
his creation. 2528 B A ALK P8 H H AR By T BILA % . JKADE,
In the Bible, there are 2 things which often stand for God’s grace and
love to his people: water and light.

[ 3 X 55 . Back to the Christmas story. 55— MKk, 45
A FEA A RIE KA 4 FE . On the very first Christmas Eve, the
whole world was unaware of what was magically happening in a barn in
Bethlehem. 7£ 2 B FJGH 5 41N - 77 1 L #R 2 2 £ HR Bk . 1t was the
light of a star that led the wise men to find baby Jesus. But when they
found baby Jesus. {1 1H WAT4 ? What did they see? FH I, 1 !
They saw the light! St 5| A 13 2] H 6. They were guided by a light
to find the true light. 2 HR&R I BESHARATO B, e T - When

the light of Jesus shone into their hearts, it changed their lives.

HR K P fih /& B Y6 . Jesus says that he is the true light. £E )% F T H V%
A HERERES 2 . There is no more darkness that can be hidden from
the true light now. 1) 22 F1 B 8L () S 2 e LU BT A A6 2% . There is
no evil heart that cannot be changed by the radiance of his grace and
love. NAIR Bk, St2EP, & Lk, a&E75. Intellectually,
light refers to truth; morally, light refers to holiness. Jzid >k, %111 F
PHEERE R To A, EE i, Z %, On the contrast, darkness
intellectually refers to ignorance and morally refers to evil. ZA11 24 %A
HENERE, Twt&kZ 455, #8RElb NE L. However, you may

notice that when light enters darkness, no matter how vulnerable the



light is, it can always be seen. BEIE M ANGEME L . The darkness can
never put it out.

FEFE T 1 O IR B F A T. The same light that shone upon the wise
men has shone upon us. HA T2 6K T % . We are the children of light.
CLEB 5 5:8-9 Tl e X fi: A7 EM8m 26, 17
HEAANREBCHMW F. CHBMEWNRFHRE VR
. /N FE . Bl E This is what Ephesians 5:8-9 tells us: now you are
light in the Lord. Live as children of light ° for the fruit of the light
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth.

RERA H AR % & 1D Do you see what Paul is saying? PA 3BT AN H A&
e HEEAME, BEBERR, XA B —HRER T S
Ephesians is not only written for individual Christians, but more
importantly, Paul wants to address the universal church—Christ’s body.
HS R I 13 fith 1) 2 2> 20 1 5417 K% . Jesus has called his church to offer
light to the world. 7E EHERIXME BB NENZAE . | think it is
important for everyone to hear this message on Christmas Eve.

T B A 432 80 M2 TEAT VAl A2 28 =t S Iyt T.) 419 ? Do
you know that more than 80 percent of those Christmas lightings are
manufactured by sweatshops in third world countries? XUl ] /& A
SERAE f W — PRAOLHERER 25K . Ironically, we buy them for decking
Christmas trees or houses—celebrating Jesus’ arrival. Z{2 X 2l A & H
IEHIZEHELT 1S 2 Shouldn’t the church be the real Christmas light? FAi]
HMEE AP 5 AR — R E S FOGERERAE, R Em Rk ? ?
Shouldn’t we, together with the angels in Heaven, be proclaiming the
arrival of the true light, Jesus our Saviour and redeemer? tH 7 ¥ i A~
N 44 ) Y6 #2225 ? Shouldn’t the whole world be transformed by



his light?{r ¥ 18 WX FFud: J6 81 B H 2k, & — VI Re BB 1
¥t /& )% . Listen what Paul says in verse 18: everything exposed by the
light becomes visible — and everything that is illuminated becomes a
light.

E AV B RATRAL, HOGR BT, IR T2,
Let us thank God, our Father, who sent the light into the world that we
have become children of light. iEFATTR Ly, 7EFRATT B )G RENS
RRN B 1R 2 B R %, B2 M KBRS RO, B2 Aot .
Let us also ask God that his light in us will penetrate more and more of
the darkness of the world around us, and more people will come to

recognise his light and will be drawn by his light. PASEXETF LR 44
X, Inthe name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, ]| ] Amen.



